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Greetings Chef, 
 

I trust this message finds you well. As we 
embark on a new year, I extend my heartfelt 

wishes for a happy and prosperous 2024. I am 
eager to witness the continued growth and 

success of the Academy during the upcoming 
months. 

  
To kick off the year, our focus turns to 

planning for our annual meeting and dinner at 

the ACF convention in Phoenix scheduled for July 14th through the 
17th. Additionally, we are in the process of preliminarily approving 

new inductees for the 2024 year. 
  

Details regarding the annual AAC dinner are outlined below, and I 
kindly request that you make your reservations at your earliest 

convenience. Considering the high demand for hotel rooms during 
the convention, prompt action is advisable. 

  
To ensure a thorough review of all applications, a meeting has been 

scheduled at the office with our Vice Chair, Chef Reimund D. Pitz, 
CEC, CCE, AAC, HOF and Karen Stamper, our Administrative 

Assistant. Following this process, we will promptly publicize the 
names of the successful applicants. 

  

 

 



This year, a special event took place in mid-January due to unique 
circumstances. Our AAC Ambassador and past Chair of the Academy 

of Chefs, Chef Americo "Rico" S. DiFronzo, CEC, CCA, AAC, had the 
honor of inducting Chef Keith A. Boston, CEC as an Honorary Fellow. 

The AAC Medal was presented during the ceremony, which was held 
at Brady's Restaurant in Leominster, MA, graciously hosted by Chef 

Bill Brady. 

  
I extend my congratulations and warm welcome to Chef Boston as 

he joins the esteemed Academy of Chefs as an Honorary Fellow. We 
appreciate your presence at this special AAC event, recognizing Chef 

Boston's induction. 
  

Chef Boston expressed his gratitude for the advance ceremony, 
allowing for accommodation of his health concerns. My sincere 

thanks to all the chefs and participants who contributed to making 
this event memorable for our colleague and Fellow, Chef Keith 

Boston. 
 

 

The picture of all the AAC Fellows from left to right are as follows: James Connolly, CEC, CCA, 
AAC, James V. Dimarzio, CEC, AAC, Joseph M. Allison, CEC, AAC, Keith A. Boston, CEC, HAAC, 

Rico DiFronzo, CEC, CCA, AAC, Timothy J. Foley, HAAC, Ray J. McCue, CEC, AAC and John R. 
DiSessa, CEC, AAC 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Joe G. Aiello, CEC, AAC, HOF 

Chair, American Academy of Chefs 
 

  

 

TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE!! 



 

Tickets for the Annual American Academy of Chef Induction Dinner 
and Reception are now on sale!! 

 

American Academy of Chefs Induction Dinner 
Hilton Phoenix Resort at the Peak 

Tuesday, July 16, 2024  

6:00pm – 10:00pm 

$195.00 per ticket 
Transportation will be provided. 

Formal attire is requested.  
 

To purchase tickets, click here or contact Karen Stamper, AAC Administrator at 
(904) 484-0202 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

2024 American Academy of Chefs 
Applications 

Membership - Connection - Involvement 
  

Thank you to all the Academy Fellows who nominated, 
mentored and supported this year's applicaticants. 
 

Congratulations to those who completed their Academy 
applications. The review process will begin shortly. 
Announcements will be made in Late February. 
 

It is never too early to start working on your AAC Application. The 2025 application process 
will begin in February 2024 for induction at the 2025 ACF National Convention. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Karen Stamper, American Academy of Chefs 
Administrator at kstamper@acfchefs.org 

 

 

 

  

 

We would love to hear from you! 

 

We would like to hear what great things our Academy Fellows are doing. Email 

Karen Stamper, Executive Assistant and Special Projects Manager at 

kstamper@acfchefs.org with events, pictures and acknowledgements about 
AAC Fellows and we will post in the monthly Academy Connection. 

 

  

 

  

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001awNRxES1-YVlQ0SHpqA2j7FUYTkH29IaXkASvyS91f8Wpk-w9M8wTMilWW-JM0F68dNgKIMc0-LUS6MxVzFoltlWT07moeEoGjfiWNuz_4kzel4sCI3BeXPVV9Sq_veFSjniYCM_FTwm98KoWGo73G99Cux8Y3mdrZa9sIR-kecJ6DCOitvckQVYR-d55oc929unWxto0owf6WpgyqT7EjpOqhwxxXJh&c=3fdE9gBqk1CCU4oa4c2V4pPlentXKs_bMEhjKhIMSOR7x4qAYwE22Q==&ch=gOMK22Zf_xvd2-z2Ta0g5P95eBwAOIEUuTqjqpsgvBzwmp20Ai1fuQ==
mailto:kstamper@acfchefs.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

  

 

Tax-Deductible Donations 

 

(December 1, 2023 - January 31, 2024):  
 

Vince J. Alberici, CEC, AAC  
David Leo Banks, AAC  

Denise D. Baxter, CCE, AAC  
David S. Bearl, CCC, CCE, AAC  

Wilfred R. Beriau, CEC, CCE, AAC  
Michael P. Bologna, CEC, CCE, AAC  

Antonios K. Boulos, AAC  
James E Brown, CEC, CCE, AAC  

James L. Brown, AAC  

Arthur P Buccheri, CEC, AAC  
Robert Burns, CEC, AAC  

Larry Chumley, CEC, AAC  
Richard J. Crisanti, CEC, CCA, AAC  

Bert P. Cutino, CEC, AAC, HOF, HBOT  

Alex R. Darvishi, CEC, AAC, HOF  
Keith E. Davis, CEC, AAC  

Murat Day, CEC, AAC  
Michael A. Deihl CEC, AAC  

James V. DiMarzio, CEC, AAC  
Daniel A. Drumlake, CEC, CCE, CCA, AAC  

Dennis A. Duck, CEC, CCA, AAC  
Denis F. Ellis, CEC, AAC  

Kevin Matthew Enright, CEC, CCE, AAC  
Scott T. Erwin, CEC, AAC  

Ralph Carl Feraco, CEC, AAC  
Nicholas F. Follacchio, CEC, AAC, HOF  
John D. Folse, CEC, AAC, HOF, HBOT  

Bryan D. Frick, CEC, AAC  
Keith Gardiner, CEC, CCE, CCA, AAC  



Francine Greff, HAAC  
Fred J. Griesbach, CEC, AAC  

Brian A. Hardy, CEC, CCA, AAC  
Uwe Hestnar, CEC, AAC  

Harold Holanchock, CEC, CCE, AAC  

John J. Hudak, Jr. CEC, AAC  
William M. Hunt, CEC, CCE, AAC  

Maria B. Iacovitti, AAC  
Rene A. Jacobus, AAC  

Dean Jaramillo, AAC, HOF  
Paul C. Jensen, Sr., CEC, AAC  
John V. Johnson, CEC, AAC  

Jason A. Jones, CEC, CCA, AAC  
Mary Ann P. Kiernan, CCC, CCE, AAC  

Carol L Kizer, CCE, RD, HAAC  
Brian D. Knecht, CEC, CCA, AAC  

William (Bo) Kozak, III, CEC, AAC  
O. Siegfried Krauss CEC, AAC  

Franz X. Kubak, CEC, AAC  
Dominick Laudia, CEC, AAC  

Joseph M. Leonardi, CMC, AAC  

Perrin H. Long, CEC, CCE, AAC  

Thomas J. Long, CEC, AAC  
Thomas J. Macrina, CEC CCA AAC HOF HBOT  

Despina Makredes, CCE, AAC  
Douglas R. Maneely, CEC, CCA, AAC  

David A. Marcelli, CCE, CEC, PCC, AAC  
Orlin Marcus, CEC, AAC  

Mark S. Mayers, CEC, AAC  

Robert W. Meitzer, CEC, AAC  
Dominic Menna, CEC, AAC  
Robert A. Milam, CEC, AAC  
James L. Miller, CEC, AAC  

Michael L. Minor, CEC, AAC, HOF  
John P. Mondone, CEC, AAC  

Michael R. Mudrone, CEC, AAC  

Aidan P. Murphy, CMC, AAC  
Linda S. Musch, CCE, AAC  

Christine Amarosa Neugebauer, CEC, AAC  
Fritz A Neukam, CMPC, CCE, AAC  

Hiroshi Noguchi, CEC, AAC  
Gale E. O'Malley, CEPC, AAC  

George A. O'Palenick, CEC, CCE, AAC, HOF  
Richard A. Panzera, CEC, CCE, AAC  

Tony D. Parker, CEC, AAC  
Rajeev Patgaonkar, CEC, AAC  

Brian D. Peffley, CEPC, CCE, AAC  
Antonietta Pendleton, CEC, HAAC  

Michael A. Piccinino, CEC, CCE, AAC  

Douglas J. Polmann, CEC, AAC  
Gary J. Prell, CEC, CCE, AAC  
David Lance Prows, CEC, AAC  

Rene Rawraway, CEC, CCE, AAC  
Gonzalo Resendiz, CEC, AAC  

Frederick A. Robinson, CEC, AAC, HOF  
John J. Romano, CEC, AAC  

Manfred Sander, CEC, AAC  
Hans J. Schadler, CEC, AAC, HOF  

John F. Schlaner, CEC, AAC  
Tom Schreiber, Sr., HAAC, HHOF  
Frank J. Setera, CEC, AAC, HHOF  

Gary L. Sheldon, CEC, AAC  

George M. Sideras, CEC, AAC  
Richard H. Simon, CSC, CCE, HAAC  

John J Sinkeldam, AAC  
Fritz H. Sonnenschmidt, CMC, AAC, HOF  

Paul E. Sorgule, AAC  



Rolf M. Stroeh, AAC  
Patrick J Sweeney, CEC, AAC  

Timothy E. Tain, CEC, CCE, AAC  
James J. Timko, AAC  

Daniel J. Varano, CEC, CCE, AAC  

Marc H. Vedrines, CEC, AAC  
Mark D. Veomett, CEC, AAC  

Grady Edward Walker, CEC, AAC  
Robert Walljasper, CEC, CCE, AAC  

Ralph B. Webb, Jr., CEC, CCE, AAC  
William A. Wiklendt, CEC, CCE, AAC  

Mark J. Wilson, CEC, AAC  
Reinhold Wind, AAC  

 

Donate Now  
 

 

 Donations, as many as you choose to make in any given year, are welcome at any time. On 
behalf of the entire Academy family, we thank you again for your generous support. 

Donations may be made by check mailed directly to the Academy Office, online, or via 
credit card. Please contact the Academy Administrator at academy@acfchefs.org if you have 

any questions.    
 

THANK YOU to all of our 2023 Donors! 
 

  

 

2023 AAC Sponsors 

 

We would like to thank our sponsors for their continued support of 
the American Academy of Chefs and their mission. 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001awNRxES1-YVlQ0SHpqA2j7FUYTkH29IaXkASvyS91f8Wpk-w9M8wTO0t_2JxDZ2QEtSfbe35CNbhfhI340u4-xTm8R8RIFRdKXBb3W4-emsXiMsNYOV5TpsXF0j4kdc-3oIub-V_ZcJ8_B30GZsKOrEBg8kbfNrW4ggX05Ok0IJpjwNh7ItIeWdIgdygqpsL&c=3fdE9gBqk1CCU4oa4c2V4pPlentXKs_bMEhjKhIMSOR7x4qAYwE22Q==&ch=gOMK22Zf_xvd2-z2Ta0g5P95eBwAOIEUuTqjqpsgvBzwmp20Ai1fuQ==
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Through the Academy Connection e-newsletter, the American Academy of Chefs provides 

members with news and information on products and services offered by the AAC®, its 

partners and American Culinary Federation.   

 
If you do not wish to receive the e-newsletter, please SafeUnsubscribe.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

STAY CONNECTED 

         
  

 

American Culinary Federation | 6816 Southpoint Pkwy. Ste. 400, Jacksonville, FL 32216  
 

    
 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001awNRxES1-YVlQ0SHpqA2j7FUYTkH29IaXkASvyS91f8Wpk-w9M8wTBlZCaTlAi_4m3uvZf8sfwraVUqKpd_G6WQsFXwBJlA415vKtSP4TWR4vekwCDJZr7TsPdUO7CepgImVJhHDOGImyLDbmKCKj0PBCGF7CqAU&c=3fdE9gBqk1CCU4oa4c2V4pPlentXKs_bMEhjKhIMSOR7x4qAYwE22Q==&ch=gOMK22Zf_xvd2-z2Ta0g5P95eBwAOIEUuTqjqpsgvBzwmp20Ai1fuQ==
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