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American Culinary Federation Announces 2021 Regional Chapter of the 
Year Award Winners  

National award winners to be announced at during the President’s Grand Ball at the ACF 
National Convention in Orlando, Florida 

 
ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA. – June 30, 2021 — The American Culinary Federation (ACF), the 
largest association of professional chefs and culinarians, today recognizes the winners 
for the ACF Regional Chapter of the Year Award. This award honors chapters that strive 
for the highest level of excellence in all areas of chapter life, serving their members and 
their communities well, and supporting ACF’s programs. 

The regional award winners are: 

• Northeast Region – ACF of Greater Buffalo, New York 

• Southeast Region – ACF Atlanta Chefs Association, Inc. 

• Central Region – ACF Greater Indianapolis Chapter 

• Western Region – Chefs de Cuisine Association of San Diego 

“During a time when the hospitality industry faced unprecedented challenges, these ACF 
Chapters persevered,” said ACF National President Tom Macrina, CEC, CCA, AAC. “I 
could not be prouder of these chefs for their professionalism, dedication, and 
commitment to the culinary profession.” 

Hundreds of professional chefs will attend the ACF National Convention for professional 
development opportunities and to enhance their culinary skills. The Convention will 
feature five keynote speakers, cutting-edge demonstrations, a tradeshow, networking, 
awards ceremony, and more. Also, the National Convention is bringing back live culinary 
competitions, with chefs competing in open kitchens against their regional counterparts 

https://www.acfchefs.org/ACF/Events/Awards/ChapterAchievement/ACF/Events/Awards/Achievement/
https://www.acfchefs.org/ACF/Events/Convention/ACF/Events/Convention/default.aspx?hkey=e2c749ad-9fcd-41a7-8b89-163227e0e94c


 

 

for national award titles. To attend the ACF National Convention in person or virtually, 
visit the ACF website.  

Additionally, national awards will also be presented to one finalist in each of the 
following categories: 

Chef Educator of the Year Finalists 

• Stefan Ryll, CEC, CCE, AAC 

• Pamela A. Bedford, CCE 

• Rusty Weatherly 

• Earle M. Test, CEC, CCE, CCA 

Hermann G. Rusch Chef's Achievement Finalists 

• Northeast Region – James F. Connolly, CEC, CCA, AAC 

• Southeast Region – Roger W. Newell, CEC, CCE, CCA, AAC 

• Central Region – Thomas F. Recinella, CEC, AAC 

• West Region – Mohammed “Bobby” Moghaddam, CEC, CCE, AAC, HOF 

Dr L.J. Minor's Chef Professionalism Award Finalists 

• Northeast Region – Joseph J. Piazza, CEC, CCA, AAC 

• Southeast Region – Timothy D. Recher, CEC, AAC 

• Central Region – Jim Churches, CEC, CCA, AAC 

• West Region – Christopher V. DeJohn, CEC, AAC 

The awards ceremony will be held in-person and also streamed live on the last day of 
the Convention during the President’s Grand Ball on August 5. For more information on 
attending the convention in-person or virtually, or to participate as a sponsor or 
tradeshow vendor, visit www.acfchefs.org. 
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About the American Culinary Federation 

The American Culinary Federation, Inc. (ACF), established in 1929, is the standard of 
excellence for chefs in North America. With more than 15,500 members spanning more 
than 170 chapters nationwide, ACF is the leading culinary association offering 
educational resources, training, apprenticeship and programmatic accreditation. In 
addition, ACF operates the most comprehensive certification program for chefs in the 
United States, with the Certified Executive Chef®, Certified Sous Chef®, Certified 
Executive Pastry Chef® and Certified Culinary Educator® designations accredited by the 
National Commission for Certifying Agencies. The American Culinary Federation 
Education Foundation is home to ACF Culinary Team USA, the official representative for 
the United States in major international culinary competitions, and to Chef & Child, 
founded in 1989 to promote proper nutrition in children and to combat childhood 
obesity. For more information, visit www.acfchefs.org. Find ACF on Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn and digital publications hub WeAreChefs.com. 

https://www.acfchefs.org/ACF/
https://www.facebook.com/ACFChefs
https://www.instagram.com/ACF_CHEFS/
https://twitter.com/acfchefs
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-culinary-federation/
https://wearechefs.com/

